It follows on a paragraph in which they say that there was little room for the concept of divine silence because of incapacity in view of the polemics on the incompetence of the foreign gods. This is all comparatively spoken-but in what way and to what extant comparatively spoken?
How to Compare 'the Humanity' of the Gods?
The Biblical authors, in particular its poets had no problem in speaking about the face, the eyes and the mouth of God as if parts of the human body used to show friendliness or anger, to see and to speak and also, indeed, to keep them shut if needed. In similar vein, Yhwh shows human emotions, feelings of wrath, mercy and remorse. Nevertheless, even if in the Bible occasionally the reproach is found that God is asleep (Ps. 44, 24) , and occasionally the daring simile is used that God awakes, as if from sleep, or even like a fellow from the stupor of wine (Ps. 78,65), the Israelite supplicant meindert dijkstra would be stolidly aware of the ever vigilant deity Yhwh.
2 There are other gods who may be unable to answer or asleep (1 Kgs 18,27), or who may even die, but never the Keeper of Israel, the living God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps. In the conclusions of the section that gave its name to the book 3 some remarkable differences are summed up from the wealth of sometimes confusing evidence. The God of Israel is 'slow to chide and swift to bless' , that is, prudent in his silence. Though at times very human and father-like in his merciful attitude, the idea of weakness and incapacity on the part of God is usually avoided. "The transcendence of God meant that the composers of the canon of the Hebrew Bible had to exclude certain typical human reasons for keeping silent." 4 The authors collected an astounding wealth of material from the ancient Near East to prove their point, but conclude that the evidence for silence on the part of the deities in the ancient Near East appeared to be as meagre as in the Bible.
5 And they did it very systematically, distinguishing all kinds of silence because of awe and fear, forbearance and prudence, incapacity (including illness) and sleep in the ancient Near East and the Bible. Let me give an example of Problem a). Though a reasonable number of quotations from Greek and Latin authors were included, a great wealth of material from the Hurritic and Hittite world was hardly touched. From the Hurritic tradition that is understandable because it is still ill-understood. To be fair, there is a small section of Hittite texts but, when I checked, the
